CHAPTER NINETEEN
WORK   AMONG   THE   POOR
The Prince ceased roaming the earth after he returned from
South America, but, more than ever, he was almost a stranger
to England. It was observed by those who travelled with him
that there were occasional moods of contemplation, touching
upon moroseness, when he was not facing a cheering crowd.
The conventions of his father's Court \vere strange to him
after years of freedom and hurry. It has been said that the
Prince was so distressed on his way home to England that
he wrote a letter to his father, asking for greater independ-
ence. The letter is believed to have travelled ahead of the
Repulse, to warn King George of the changes which had come
to his son. Rumour said that the Prince's wish for freedom, and
for the right to choose his own staff was such that he wrote
of his decision to renounce his rights and settle in one of the
Dominions if he wras not allowed to follow his own way. The
tragedy of his isolation had already begun. His stubbornness
was alleviated by his great charm, his sympathy, and his desire
to do what was right. But he discounted his powers by turn-
ing from advice and, whenever possible, playing a lone hand.
His scattered experience of men had not taught him the
value of quiet conference, and his restlessness and superficial
view of human nature still debarred him from realising the
difference between popularity and respect.
Despite these private misfortunes, which were naturally
hidden from the public view, the Prince learned to make a
unique place for himself in the public life of England.
He had gone, with his good heart and his keen, enquiring
mind, into the farthest corners of the earth, and his lively
memory retained the scenes and the experiences through which
he had passed. As London interests increased their hold on
him, with pleasure and duty, hand in hand, he did not be-
come a Little Englander and forget. The field of his interests
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